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man could see that the Church was an English one; and
that the Welsh people were being treated as an insignificant
appendage to their more powerful neighbour. Some dislike
of the Anglican Church on theological grounds there un-
doubtedly was; though such feeling was rapidly disappearing
in the face of the growing tolerance, or indifference,
characteristic of the twentieth century. The real motive
behind the demand for Disestablishment was nationalism.
That Lloyd George knew quite well; and so, instead of
basing his speeches upon abstract principles of theology,
and ecclesiastical polity, he based them purely and simply
upon the right of Wales to have what Church it chose.
Most of the bitterness engendered by the struggle was due
to the uncompromising stand taken by the Welsh bishops.
That they should fight on behalf of their monopolies and
privileges was, perhaps, only to be expected; but that they
should descend, as they did, to the vocabulary of the gutter,
deny obvious facts, and disseminate false statistics, is what
we have every right to condemn them for doing* They
debased the currency of political argument* They showed
themselves utterly unsympathetic towards Welsh National
ideals, contemptuous of Welsh culture, and totally in-
capable of realising the great things that had been done
for the country by the Nonconformist bodies*
Lloyd George threw himself with the utmost gusto into
the fray. Of the genuineness of his convictions there can
be no manner of doubt* Had he not been taught from
earliest years by his uncle to regard Nonconformity as the
true religion, and the Establishment as a travesty? And
had he not himself come to realise, as he grew to manhood,
that the alliance of parson and squire in the Welsh cotmtty^
side would effectually block all progress, national-and
social ? As in the case of every other orator of the first rank,
Lloyd George's speeches have been great in proportion to